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This competition is open to all High School students in Calgary and the surrounding region.  Three levels 
of competition allow a large number of students to enter the competition.  Students trying to achieve 
more detail but unable to finish on time may enter in a level that matches the completed work.   

  

For those schools on semester, the designs must be completed within the semester of study so an unfair 
advantage is not created. We trust that schools who work on this project in the second semester will not 
hand out the criteria until the beginning of that semester.  

  

The objective of the design competition is to develop skills and expose students to a career opportunity 
within the residential construction industry. We wish you success in your creative adventure, and look 
forward to seeing your talents shine.  
 

1. LEVELS OF COMPETITION 

Level One: submissions are to include the following and can be colour or black and white. 

- All floor plans showing overall dimensions and square footage 
- Rooms are to be labelled and room sizes shown 
- A detailed exterior view of what you consider the best side indicating materials used 
- A basic island plan showing house location 



Level Two: submissions are to include the following and must be in full colour. 

- All floor plans showing overall dimensions and square footage 
- Rooms are to be labelled and room sizes shown 
- A detailed exterior view of what you consider the best side indicating materials used 
- A basic Island plan showing house location 
- Furniture placement in all the rooms 
- Plus one of the following: 

o a) an interior perspective of the best feature or 
o b) an exterior perspective of the best side 

Level Three: submissions are to include the following and must be in full color. 

- All floor plans showing overall dimensions and square footage 
- Rooms are to be labelled and room sizes shown 
- All four exterior views indicating the materials used 
- A basic Island plan showing house location 
- Furniture placement in all the rooms 
- Plus one of the following: 

o a) an axonometric 
o b) an interior perspective of the best feature 
o c) an exterior perspective of the best side 

IMPORTANT: If your submission has more detail than required by the level entered, it will automatically 
bump to the next category. If it does not meet the criteria of the next category, it will be disqualified. 
 

2. SCHOLARSHIPS 

Level 1:  
1st - $250.00  
2nd -$150.00 
 

Level 2:  
1st - $350.00  
2nd- $250.00 
3rd - $200.00 
 

Level 3:  
1st - $1000.00  
2nd - $800.00  
3rd - $600.00  
4th - $400.00 
 



Total $4000.00. All prizes will be awarded in the form of scholarships. 
 

3. COMPETITION CRITERIA 
 

This year’s challenge is to design a mountain vacation home for your client, who is a professional sports 
figure. The family of 4 is active and likes entertaining and therefore requires a home for themselves and 
at least 4 other guests. The mountain lot that the house is to be built on has 3 water features: a creek, 
pond, and waterfall, one of which the homeowners want to “experience” in the home design and should 
be shown on the floor plan and site plans. 
 

Your house must sit on one of three locations on the lot. The exterior of the house must be Mountain 

Vernacular on all sides of the home. An attached garage is not required, however, if included it can be 

located anywhere on the site and must be shown on the site plan. 

Your clients are very open to any design you may recommend, but please keep in mind what is 

important in a vacation home. The client has a list of “core rooms” that must be in the design. They have 

provided a list of optional rooms they would like in the design and are giving you the choice to include 

any two in the design. They also have a dream list of an extra room you can choose to add to make the 

design spectacular but is not required. 

Natural light is very important and water element in the home is a must. Any developed area on any 

floor must be counted in the total square footage. This home should be approximately 3000 – 3200 

square feet with an addition of 500 sq.ft. that can be used for one of the extra rooms. You are also not 

limited to a single story; this home can be designed with one or many levels or stories.  

4. REQUIRED ROOMS 
 

The room sizes shown are normal acceptable room sizes. You may deviate from these sizes to some 
degree, but maintain the square footage of each room as specified. (ie. 10 x 10 is 100 sq.ft.) Note: be 
careful not to make room(s) too long and skinny or other odd proportion! 

- Master Bedroom (12x14) with Walk in closet (8x10) 

- Ensuite – 5 piece (shower, tub, 2 sinks, water closet (10x8) 

- 2 - kids bedrooms (10x10) with Jack and Jill bathroom (8x10) 

- Kitchen must include stove, fridge, dishwasher, microwave and sink 

- Nook / Dining room, must sit 8 people 

- 2 - Guest bedrooms (10x10) with ensuite and clothing storage, closets optional. 

- Main bath (8X5) 

- Great room (16x16) seats 8 

- Fireplace (in a room of your choice) 

- Hot tub (indoor or outdoor) seats 8 

- Laundry / Mudroom (together or separate 



- Storage (ie. separate room, lockers, sports gears room.) 

Optional Rooms (Must include 2 in design) 

- Office 

- Library 

- Media 

- Game room 

- Wet bar/Wine Cellar 

- Loft 

- Atrium 

- Studio 

- Gourmet Kitchen upgrade (ie. Extra island, pizza oven, wine cooler, wood fire oven) 

Note: up to this point, these rooms may only take up approximately 3000-3200 square feet, and none 

of the CORE and OPTIONAL rooms may use any of the extra 500 sq. ft. 

Extra Spaces/Addition (must choose 1) 

- Court – ½ Basketball or racquet ball/squash 

- Exercise room 

- Lap pool 

- Putting green 

- Synthetic ice rink 

- Climbing wall 

- Bowling lane 

- Firing range 

- Music room 

- Ramp room for inline skates, skateboard, or BMX 

- Artists retreat 

- Yoga Studio 

Note: At this point, the total square footage may use approximately 3500-3700 square feet. 

 

5. RESEARCH 

 

Imagination and creativity are very important to a successful design in this competition. Take full 
advantage of the view(s) and the environment. You may wish to do some research on homes over or 
near water, and mountain vernacular. 
 

6. SUBMISSIONS 

- Submissions for Level One on two 24"x36" boards. 



- Submissions for Level Two on two 24"x36" boards. 

- Submissions for Level Three are to be on no more than three 24"x36" boards. 

Submissions this year will be made online to BILD’s Sharepoint site. More information will be sent out 

about this closer to the project deadlines. 

7. DRAWING GUIDELINES 

· Floor plans must be printed in 3/16” =1’0” or 1/4" = 1'0" (or the metric equivalent). 

· Exterior and perspective must be a minimum of 1/8" = 1'0" (or the metric equivalent). 

· No other scales will be accepted, scale must be noted. 

· All designs must be conventional construction suitable to the climate. 
 

Fall semester submissions must be made by 4:00pm on Monday, December 20th, 2021. Winter semester 
submissions must be made by Monday, April 25th, 2022 at 4:00pm. Late submissions will not be 
accepted. Results will be available by May 15th, 2022. Winning students and their submissions will be 
showcased at a Dinner Meeting (contingent on COVID-19 status). Date and location to be announced. 
 

8. DESIGN 

Design is the most critical part of the competition. Any part of the criteria not met will result in 
disqualification. 
 

Judges are architectural technicians or architects, they bring scales and calculators. 
 

Square footage is calculated from outside of walls and anything covered by floor covering. Staircases on 
two storey structures must be calculated on each floor. The floor plan must meet all criteria with 
regards to size and number of rooms required. It will be judged on the uniqueness of design, traffic flow 
patterns, and site guidelines. Elevation must be an accurate portrayal of the theme chosen, highly 
detailed, proportionate and follow good design principles. 
 

9. HINTS 

The competition is not about computer software efficiency, sketching or artistic capability, rather it is 
about design and design concepts. Drawings can be sketched freehand, drawn with the use of 
conventional drafting equipment or computer generated. Computer generated programs may vary from 
school to school, ensure that the drawings are clear and easy to read and understand. 
 



10. PRESENTATION 

We’re looking for design creativity, keep in mind the presentation to your client. How you configure the 
board layout, quality, use of colour, perspective accuracy and use of graphics may be looked at to 
determine final standings. 
 

QUESTIONS / CONTACT  
Lindsay Geiger, Marketing & Events Specialist 
403-860-3737 
lindsay.geiger@bildcr.com  

Web: www.bildcr.com 
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